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INTRODUCTION 

Thank you for your interest in the 39th Army Band! We've sent, or given, you this packet because you indicated a desire to learn more about a career in music in “The 39th Army Band”. Hopefully, this introduction will answer some of the questions you have and help you understand exactly what being in a National Guard Army band entails, as well as the advantages we offer to the aspiring professional musician. 

The Army Band Program is changing dramatically. Only the most proficient musicians can pass the Army Band audition and receive accelerated rank. Hopefully this packet will inform you on the level of skills necessary to join our unit. It may not answer every question you may have, so please free to contact one of our members for more information. 

Another purpose of this packet is to explain the process and procedure for recruiting musicians into the National Guard Band. This information and more can be found at the 39th Army Band official website: https://www.nh.ngb.army.mil/community/band or on Face book 39thArmyBand. If you have more questions contact the unit: 603-715-3104 Cell: 603-545-2107 or  NH39thArmyBand@ng.army.mil
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INSTRUMENTS

Here is a list of Army Band Instruments, or MOS's (Military Occupational Specialty) with ASI (Additional Skill Identifier): 

	MOS 
	ASI 
	INSTRUMENT 

	42R 
	9B 
	TRUMPET 

	42R 
	9C 
	EUPHONIUM 

	42R 
	9D 
	FRENCH HORN 

	42R 
	9E 
	TROMBONE 

	42R 
	9F 
	TUBA 

	42R 
	9G 
	FLUTE 

	42R 
	9H 
	OBOE 

	42R 
	9J 
	CLARINET 

	42R 
	9K 
	BASSOON 

	42R 
	9L 
	SAXOPHONE 

	42R 
	9M 
	PERCUSSION 

	42R 
	9N 
	KEYBOARD 

	42R 
	9T 
	ELECTRIC GUITAR 

	42R 
	9U 
	ELECTRIC BASS 
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AUDITION REQUIREMENTS 

The 39th Army Band conducts auditions throughout the year for current and projected vacancies. Interested musicians may contact the 39th Army Band to schedule an audition at their convenience. The audition process is different for each instrument. It generally consists of an interview, Prepared Music (Perform at least 3 selections of different styles), Music Preparation (Perform 3-5 selections with only 24 hours to prepare)

 Once accepted, qualified applicants who are not prior military would be eligible to enlist through the Civilian Acquired Skills Program (CASP).This allows enlistment at the accelerated rank of Specialist (E4). New soldiers are then required to complete 10 weeks of Basic Training, followed by 10 weeks of Advanced Individual Training (AIT) held in Norfolk Virginia School of Music.

 Some of the performing groups in the band include a Concert Band, Marching Band, Jazz Band, Rock Band, Woodwind Quintet, Brass Quintet, and Small Jazz Combo. The 39th Army Band performs throughout New Hampshire.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Army Band Program 

Who can join an Army Band? 

Any musician, male or female, who meets Army enlistment standards and can pass a pre​arranged audition with the unit. 

How well do I have to play? 

Generally the Army is looking for College level musicians, if you made All-State, or something similar, that is typically the level we expect. The main interest is in your demonstrated musicianship, i.e. tone, technique, rhythm, and intonation. Perfection is not expected, but honest effort is. 

Where do I take the audition? 

You will audition in the 39th Band Hall, First Floor, 1059 Canal Street, Readiness Center, Manchester, New Hampshire 03101 

If I take an audition, do I have to enlist? No! You are under no obligation to enlist. 

What rank will I be? 

Those who pass the audition may enlist at the advanced pay grade of E-4. 
Why are Army musicians enlisted at these advanced grades of Specialist? 

To become an Army musician, you must be able to play an instrument proficiently. The Army considers this a Civilian Acquired Skill. This means that prior to enlistment; you had many years of training and practice to learn this skill. 

What other benefits can I receive? 

Student Loan Repayment Program (up to $50,000 for qualifying loans) Life insurance at low rates, exchange and commissary privileges and more. 

What is the schedule like? 

The 39th meets for rehearsal on two Thursday evenings 7:00-11:00p.m. an one Saturday 
7:00 a.m. – 3:30p.m. Performances and Ceremonies occur throughout the year. 

What happens if I fail the audition? 

If you fail the audition, you will be told in which areas you need improvement and how you can correct them. You'll also be informed that you may return at a later date to re-audition. 
FAQ- continued
Do I have to attend Basic Training? 

Yes, all Army musicians are required to attend Basic Training. 

How long is Army Basic Training? 

Army Basic Training is approximately 10 weeks long. 

How much will I be paid for Basic Training? 

This usually varies anywhere from $2,800 up to almost $4,000. It depends on how much money you spend while in basic training. 

Do I have to attend any additional training? 

Yes, Advanced Individual Training (AIT) held in Norfolk VA. The course length is 10 weeks long. You can complete Basic Training and AIT one right after the other or complete basic training and wait up to 1 year to complete the 10-week AIT portion. 

Will I be paid for those 10 weeks at the School of Music? 


            Yes. 

Will the military schedule interfere with my college schedule? 

During the school year, we might have a performance scheduled during class time. This occurs about 2-4 times per academic year. We’re willing to work with our soldiers to ensure your college schedule is not interrupted when possible.  

What are the chances of being "called up"? 

Our mission is to provide musical support to the troops and the community. Additionally, since we are in the Army National Guard we prepare for contingencies that might require music mission support in the immediate area, throughout our nation, or abroad. 
When do you practice?

The 39th Army Band drills two Thursday nights from 7-11 pm and one Saturday

7:00am-3:30pm, Manchester Readiness Center, 1059 Canal Street, Manchester, NH 03101. Feel free to drop by to play or check out one of our upcoming events
Who can I contact if I have more questions? 

You can find us on Facebook or https://www.nh.ngb.army.mil/community/band. 

Contact the unit with any questions you may have. Unit: 603-715-3104 Cell: 603-545-2107 or email: NH39thArmyBand@ng.army.mil
CURRENT BENEFITS 

• Rank of Specialist/E-4 upon Enlistment 

• Student Loan Re-payment up to $50,000 

• Veterans Administration Tuition Assistance 

· Montgomery GI Bill 
· Professional line instrument provided 
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